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American Bison
Bison bison

Geogr aphical Range: Oncefound over most of the U.S.
from the west coast to east coast, Canadato Texas. Itisnow
restricted to Zoos and National State Parks.

Habitat: The American Bison prefers the largeopen spaces
of theplains.

Exhibit L ocation: The bison exhibit isnear the back of the
Z00 behind the main exhibit building and primate house. It isalso open for viewing to the public from
Delaware Park.

Physical Characteristics: The bison hasamassive head, short neck, short curved horns (both sexes), and a
high hump on its shoulder. The average height is 5-6 feet at the shoul der, and adults can weigh between 800
and 2,000 Ibs. Their dark brown coat becomesamost black at the head and shoulders. Long shaggy hair
envelopsthe head, neck, and forelimbs. A long tuft of hair hangs from the chin of adult males.

Diet: Inthewild, bison browsefor grasses and shrubs. In captivity, they receive afalfa, and Timothy or
Clover hay.

Did you know?

» ThePlainsIndians depended on the bison for their livelihood, following the herds on their migration. In
1700, over 60,000,000 bison roamed the open plains from the U.S. to Canada.

» Themain daughter of the bison came with the building of the Union Pecific Railroad. Sportsmen would

shoot the bison from the club-car, and leave the mgority of the carcassto rot. In 1989 only 835 bisons
remained.

Status: Numbersstableat thistime.
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