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Sardinian Donkey

Equus asinus

Geogr aphical Range: The domesticated donkey isfound

worldwide. Itsancestor, the African dwarf donkey, isfound
inonly afew remote parts of northeast Africa

Habitat: Donkeyscanliveinawidevariety of habitats
around theworld and areknown for their ability to survivein
areas with scarce water and vegetation levels.

Exhibit L ocation: The Zoo' sdonkey islocated in the
Children’sZoo.

Physical Characteristics. Thedonkey hasagray coat that variesin color according to its breed. The dark
color of the short mane extends down the donkey’ s spineto thetail, with adark stripe running acrossthe
shoulders. Thedonkey’stail and earsarelargein proportion toitsbody. The earshave dark tips, and
sometimes dark bands encircle the lower legs.

Diet: Inthewild, the donkey eatsleaves, bark, twigs, thistlesand grasses. In Captivity, they arefed afalfahay
and grains.

Did you know?

» Donkey’sneed littlewater and only drink every two to three days. The donkey can go without water
longer than any other equineanimal.
* A maedonkey iscaled ajack.

* A femaedonkey iscalled ajennet or jenny.

¢ Donkey’smilk was once valued as a medicine and was given to premature babies and sick children and
to people suffering from tuberculosis. Donkey’ s milk contains more sugar and protein than cow’ s milk
and lessfat.

Status. Numbersare stable at thistime.
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