Adopt .
mmal [FACT SHEE'T

Serval
Leptailurus serval

Geographical Range: Theserval isfound in Africa,
south of the Sahara Desert. Although increasingly rare,
they can befound in small numbersin Northern Africa.

Habitat: Servalsprefer the open grassands, wooded
savannahs, grassy uplandsand moist areas.

Exhibit Location: Our serval islocated in the
Vanishing Animals (north) Exhibit.

Physical Characteristics: Theserva isalonglegged, tal, slender cat averaging three feet in length and

weighing about 35 pounds. Femalesare dightly smaller. Their general colorization is off-whiteto gold with
black spots of varying sizes, some running together to form stripes on the neck, shouldersand tail.

Diet: Inthewild serva eat rodents, hyrax and birds. In captivity they receive commercially prepared feline
diet, chopped liver, chicken gizzards and mice.

Did you know?

* Theserval isan excellent hunter, they usetheir large earslike aradar funnel to locate birds and flush
them out of thetall grasses.

» Servalshave been seen jumping ashigh asten feet in the air knocking down astartled bird in onefell
SWOoOp.

* Magor threatsto the serval are man asthey are still mercilessly hunted for food and for pelts. Their body
parts continue to be used in tribal ceremoniesand in some cases eaten to satisfy ancient medicina
beliefs. Habitat destruction also playsarolein their decline.

Status: South African servalsare not considered endangered but North African servalsarelisted assuch.
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