Adopt an
Rnimal

buffalozoo

CT SHEET

Spotted Hyena
Crocutacrocuta

Geogr aphical Range: Found throughout Africa, south of the
Sahara Desert and eastwards through Arabiato India

Habitat: Spotted hyenas prefer open country, even semi-desert, but
they arerarely found in forested areas. They range from sealevel
up to 13,200 feet

Exhibit L ocation: The predator/prey exhibit at the Zoo displays hyenas and antel opesin close proximity. The
only separation isamoat which gives both speciesthe opportunity to see, hear and smell the others as they
would inthewild.

Physical Characteristics: Thelargest member of the hyenafamily, and al so the most aggressive, thefemale
spotted hyenareaches and average weight of 130 pounds. Malesweigh about ten poundsless. They are
brownish-gray with dark spots. They have adog-like face, round ears and sloping hindquarters. Thespotted
hyena has probably the most powerful jawsin the animal kingdom. Both femalesand maleshave external sex
organs sSimilar in appearance.

Diet: Inthewild thisfamed scavenger normally hunts alone and usually at night. To catch large prey they will
hunt in packs. Spotted hyenaskill about 95% of their prey but will aso scavenge often dining on the leftovers
of other predators. Their primary prey include wildebeests, gazelles, zebras, buffalo, topi and most species of
ungulates (hoofed mammals). They tear the bones of their prey with their powerful jaws which permitsthem to
break bonesthat even alion could not crush. In captivity, they arefed felinediet and will receive either bones
or rabbits once aweek.

Did you know?
» Although they appear more similar to dogs, hyenas are actually more closaly related to cats.
» Hyenas may reach speed of up to 40 mph and can run for long distances without tiring.
» Their keen hearing and sharp eyesight at night make them skilled hunters.
* Quitevocal, the hyena makes a strange cry which resembles alaugh, hence the name “laughing” hyena.
* Hyenaslivein clansthat may number as many as 80 individualswhich areled by females.

Status: Numbers are stable at thistime.
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